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FAITH

A barred glance

Catches the sun sinking

Behind a veil of dark clouds.

Just as my life sinks

Behind this prison wall.

The sun

Although now out of view

Shines still,

Warming my lips into life

Thus I utter:

“Just as no cloud

Can black-out the sun’s light,

No matter how dark it be

No wall can black-out my light,

No matter how tall it be”

Robbie Walker
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    Remembering Deaths in Custody

Anniversary Service

On 10 August 1987 Prime Minister Hawke announced the formation of a Royal Commission to investigate the causes of deaths of Aboriginal people while held in State and Territory gaols. The Royal Commission was established in response to a growing public concern that deaths in custody of Aboriginal people were too common and poorly explained. The Letters Patent formally establishing the Commission were issued by the Governor-General on 16 October 1987. Similar Letters Patent were issued by the States and the Northern Territory.

Artist – Kristy Naden “Freedom” used with permission  ©

Gathering

Music: Didgeridoo  
Welcome to Country:  
Call to Prayer and Silence:  
Our Faith Story

Corinthians 9:13; Reader  

Response: 

I will never forget you my people

I have carved you on the palm of my hand.

I will never forget you I will not leave you orphaned

I will never forget my own.

Matthew  11:28   

Response: (as above)
Reflection

Response:

Does a mother forget her baby or a woman the child within her womb? Yet, even if these forget, yes, even if these forget I will never forget my own.

Reflection

Response: 
I will never forget you my people

I have carved you on the palm of my hand.

I will never forget you I will not leave you orphaned

I will never forget my own.

Prayers and Intercessions  

Response: God of justice, touch our hearts

You are invited to come forward and light a candle in memory of those who have died in custody and to express your commitment to work for the implementation of the recommendations of the Royal Commission 

During this ritual we will listen to the following music

Beautiful Child: Archie Roach (Charcoal Lane 1992 Hightone)
Murri Time:    Shane Howard
The Candle lighting will be followed by a presentation of the 20th Anniversary Statement to official guest and invitation for community members to take a copy and deliver to local authorities.

Blessing and Sending Forth:  
We commit ourselves to God’s dream 

of justice and reconciliation

We commit our lives to follow the way of Jesus in peace and justice

We commit ourselves to be God’s blessing among all people especially those who are poor and disadvantaged.

We go from this place in peace to act justly, love tenderly and walk humbly with our God.
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Closing Song:   Need One Another   (Scattered People Normal Days)
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Liturgy prepared by Murri Ministry adapted by Aboriginal Catholic Ministry Melbourne








