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In the first lecture we spoke about the Catholic Dialogue School of the Recontextualisingtype. In the second 
lecture, we then explained what Recontextualisationis. But what are the preconditions for 
Recontextualisation? What does it take to form somebody to do this? How can we have confidence that this 
can work? What strengths, expertise and spirituality is needed?

ĄPost-Critical Belief. Without PCB, there can be no RECONT, and no CDS.

Victoria Scale: 
Catholic Dialogue School

Melbourne Scale: 
Recontextualisation

PCB Scale:
Post-Critical Belief

ĄHow to relate to diversityat school? ĄHow to relate to the Catholic faith traditionat school? ĄWhich belief styleis needed for that?



Cognitive belief styles as building blocks for Catholic school identity



Epistemological: truth is a fact, objective, unchangeable and certain.
It exists outside of us as an external reality and is there 'for the taking'.

Epistemological: truth is found in the search for meaning and value, in the continuous interpretation of the 
world. All things are interpretative (including myself). Truth exists in its existential appropriation by a person 

who strives to find meaning, significance and purpose. 

God actually exists ɂand 
I believe. The immanent 
reality is 'touched' by the 
transcendent reality and 
refers to it in all times and 
places. Ontological 
epistemology.

'god' is a human 
invention. There exists 
only this immanant 
reality, that stands on its 
own. Constructivism.

Existential response to 
an ontological truth claim
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Psychological: anxiety reduction

Psychological: capacity to deal with complexity



preferential belief position 
on theological grounds



Prof. Pollefeyt explains the 'golden dot': ECSI's normative position on theological grounds.

< Knowledge Clip: theological normativity
according to the PCB Scaletypology >

Included in the ECSI MOOC ɂ1:43 min YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WWCRJrRrDts

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WWCRJrRrDts


On Bible stories
Post-Critical Belief vs Literal Belief

My point, once again, is not that those ancient 
people told literal stories and we are now smart 
enough to take them symbolically, but that they told 
them symbolically and we are now dumb enough to 
take them literally.

John Dominic Crossan(Ireland 1934), historical Jesus scholar and Professor Emeritus in the 
Department of Religious Studiesof DePaul University in Chicago, US.

Quotation: Who Is Jesus? Answers to Your 
Questions About the Historical Jesus, 
1996. Picture: http://liturgy.co.nz/all-the-
bible-is-true-some-of-it-happened, 28 
August 2016.



Is faith fixed and determined by the printed page? Or guided by tradition, forging into the 
unknown?

Authors: Jan Bouwensand Chelsea 
Schofield
Images: stock photos

Literal Belief Post-Critical 
Belief



!.$ 9%4ȣ  God has touched me personally and aroused my desire.

I cannot ignore it now, I have to share with others that which fulfills me.
Despite everythingI have no choice but to love, and to be vulnerable when 

doing so. Beyond all critique I inevitably keep searching for God.

2ÅÌÉÇÉÏÎ ÉÓȣ
lust for financial gain

2ÅÌÉÇÉÏÎ ÉÓȣ
a source of 
violence

2ÅÌÉÇÉÏÎ ÉÓȣ
abuse of power

ReligionÉÓȣ
covering-up 
sexualabuse

2ÅÌÉÇÉÏÎ ÉÓȣ
intolerance

2ÅÌÉÇÉÏÎ ÉÓȣ
irrationality

2ÅÌÉÇÉÏÎ ÉÓȣ
a sect

2ÅÌÉÇÉÏÎ ÉÓȣ
possessing the 
one and only 
truth2ÅÌÉÇÉÏÎ ÉÓȣ

ideology

2ÅÌÉÇÉÏÎ ÉÓȣ
imposing one's 
will onto others

2ÅÌÉÇÉÏÎ ÉÓȣ
sentimentality



Cognitive belief styles illustrated: Cartoons



Cartoon: Literal Belief Cartoon image courtesy of JoirsSnaet, 
2013.



Cartoon: External Critique Cartoon image courtesy of JoirsSnaet, 
2013.



Cartoon: Relativism Cartoon image courtesy of JoirsSnaet, 
2013.



Cartoon: Post-Critical Belief Cartoon image courtesy of JoirsSnaet, 
2013.





The Ontological Referent(a.k.a. God)
The Catholic school as an 'open space' that mediates the Transcendent
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Photo: courtesy of Jan Bouwens.
Scholen van de Zosters van Vorselaar, 
2012

Using the Bible at school: the 'storage box phenomenon'
Catholicism as a unique mediating structure?



Photo: courtesy of Jan Bouwens.
Catholic secondary college, VictoriaUsing the Bible at school: the 'storage box phenomenon'

Catholicism as a unique mediating structure?



Cognitive belief styles illustrated: Pictures



Literal Belief. The images above show a literal sense of faith: Jesus ascends to heaven and walks 
on water, Adam and Eve are seen as the first couple that is the cradle of all humanity, Lazarus rises 
from the dead and the ark of Noah really exists.

Photo's: Thomas Fotodatabank
Collage made by Jan Bouwens, 2011



Literal Belief. Black and white thinking about Catholic beliefs. Faith is presented as the ultimate 
'key' to all important questions of life. Eucharist and Scripture, devotions and prayer play a central 
role. There seems to be an immediate connection between the transcendent and the immanent.

www.thomas.kuleuven.be
20 maart 2014



Literal Belief. The one and only truth is clear and can be objectively known. There is one God who 
shows the right way, to whom humanity should surrender. Binary thinking patterns: all alternatives 
are incorrect. God is a ruler on a throne that blesses and judges from beginning to end.

www.thomas.kuleuven.be
20 maart 2014



Literal Belief. These cartoons criticise the Bible as a direct source of revelation, values and divine knowledge. In this way, the 
Bible serves as 'blinders' that induce a tunnel vision. 'Pumping people up' with scripture quotes, or 'beating them to death'with 
the Holy Book leads to uncritical belief, superstition, or an aversion to religion. The Bible is not a closed story, a collection of 
fixed answers to fixed questions.

http://onwardtoholiness.blogspot.be/2010
/04/baltimore-catechism-cartoons.html 
(21-03-2014).
.



External Critique. 'The Flying Spaghetti Monster' is the god of 'The Church of the Flying Spaghetti Monster' of 

pastafarianism. The 'Church' originated in Kansas in 2005 as a charge against creationisticallyinspired education. In that same 
year, NiklasJansson parodied Adam's Creation, replacing the image of God with a blob of spaghetti.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flying_Spagh
etti_Monster

http://www.venganza.org/
(21 maart 2014)



£140,000 billboard campaign by British atheist group in 2009. Posing in the photo is Prof. Richard 
Dawkins. This sign appeared on 200 buses in London and 600 others across England, Scotland and 
Wales, next to 1,000 advertisements in the subway systems in and around London.

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-
1106924/Theres-probably-God--stop-
worrying-enjoy-life-Atheist-group-launches-
billboard-campaign.html



Prof. Richard Dawkins on religious indoctrination of children (14-11-2010).
"Religion is a dangerous virus." Religious education is 'child abuse'. (1.41 min)

https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=SDKKJfT_5RE&ab_channel=R
equiem

< Fragment documentary Richard Dawkins >



External Critique. Religion is for fools! Every religion is nonsense, it does not matter which one 
you belong to. None of them are true, they are all equally false and worthless.

BILL MEDLEY, Religionis for Fools!, Authentic
Media, 2005, p. 160

20 maart 2014



External Critique. Imaginary Friend. Does the truth come out of the mouths of children? God does 
not exist because you do not see him. The cartoon criticises believing adults for behaving 
childishly. You do not believe that your teddy bear lives, why believe in an imaginary friend?

www.blogspot.be(02-04-2011).



Relativism. Empty signposts that point to various directions. Take your pick: which direction do you want to 
go? Faith and truth are personal, subjective and relative, depending on accidental circumstances and chance. 
All choices are equally true, which means that in the end they are all equally contentless and  untrue.

www.thomas.kuleuven.be (21 maart 2014).



Relativism. Comparison of Church, Mosque, House. This cartoon shows a secularising perspective on world religions. 

House and the 'club' are presented as a new religion. You can, of course, ask yourself in what sense houses of prayer and clubs 
can be compared. The 'club' is about making fun, about immanent affairs and not about transcendence.



Relativism. Relativising the 'dogma' of Christianity, Islam, Communism and Capitalism. It does not matter 
who/what you pray to. It is all equally true and thus untrue. Any ideology and philosophy of life is 
interchangeable, depending on personal preference. The concept of 'dogma' itself is being undermined.

http://www.polyp.org.uk/religion_cartoons/ca
rtoons_about_religion_and_dogma.html (15-
12-2013).



Post-Critical Belief.traces of God. Looking at the same reality deeper and differently. You see God in little things, 
inconspicuous, vulnerable things. There where life is born in barren lands, a little feather on the sand, a shining drop on astalk, 
a footprint on the beach that is about to be wiped out be the waves, or as a small light that warms us.Thisbelief is vulnerable, 
modest and without great words.

www.thomas.kuleuven.be
21 maart 2014



Post-critical Belief. Look closer, look further, look over the fence, look 'out of the box', look with different eyes, look through 
new glasses, never stop looking. Learning to look at the world around you in multiple ways. There is more than one 
interpretation. You can search for divine traces in reality. 'Real' seeing is looking for insight.

www.thomas.kuleuven.be
21 maart 2014



Post-Critical Belief.Dare to discover new paths, engage with faith and tradition in a new, creative and 
interpretative fashion. A cluster of wires, layers of meaning, that you need to untangle. There is a plurality of 
perceptions in which you continuously need to seek religious meaning. 

www.thomas.kuleuven.be

21 maart 2014



Post-Critical Belief.Who is Jesus? Where is Jesus? How is Jesus? When is Jesus? Why is Jesus? Compilation of images from various 
sources.



A Catholic hermeneutical sacred space that induces Post-Critical Belief.
Kuokkala Church in Jyvaskyla, Finland (2010) 

www.thomas.kuleuven.be
21 maart 2014

Creative and very effective use of the symbol of 
the grape vine. Note the gold drawings, signs and 
symbols on several grapes.

The 'kerygmatic dialogue' is present in this church 
in a modest way, at the same time undeniably 
clear AND very open.


